ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Rapid detection and identification of pathogens are of great importance for medical studies, therapeutic applications, the food industry and biological analyses. Traditional microbiological methods of detecting and enumerating bacteria usually require several days to yield reliable results. In many cases, consumers have already used the products before the analyses are completed. Alternative and rapid assays based on different microbiological methods are constantly being developed (Vanne et al., 1996) . The effective testing of bacteria requires methods of analysis that meet a number of challenging criteria. Time and sensitivity of
